EFFINGHAM COUNTY RECREATION & SPORTS MANAGEMENT
2024 15U FAST PITCH SOFTBALL RULES
Revised (1/24/2024)
1. PITCHING DISTANCE:


15U girls - 40 feet.

2. BASE DISTANCE:


15U girls - 60 feet.

3. TIME LIMIT: 

A.  15U girls – 90 minutes or 7 Innings
B. DROP DEAD Finish the Batter
C. WITH LESS THAT 5 MINUTES LEFT IN DROP DEAD RULE GAME AND A COACH CALL TIME TO CHANGE PITCHERS, THEN THE SCHEDULED BATTER WILL AUTOMATICALLY BAT NO MATTER IF TIME LIMIT IS EXPIRED WHILE CHANGING PITCHER.

D. WITH LESS THAT 5 MINUTES LEFT IN THE GAME – WARM UP PITCHES WILL BE LIMITED TO 5.
4. Tied Game:
A. If the game is tied at the end of the last batter of the drop dead time limit, then we will finish the inning currently being played. 

B. If there is still a tie after that inning is finished, each team will be credited with  ½ win and ½ loss.

5. Stopped Games

Games stopped at least ½ complete or more will be considered a complete game. games stopped less than ½ complete will be played from that point at a later time. the umpire must sign both score books at the stopping point.
6. protest games:

A. protested games must be filed on the field with the umpire at the time of the protest and before any more action takes place

B. must pay $50.00 to ECRSM staff person before protest will even be considered.
C. protest fee will be returned if the protest is upheld.
D. no one, including game official or umpire, can deny a coach the right to protest.
E. written report explaining the situation will be due in ECRSM office within 48 hours, weekend does not count. 

7. Home Team: 
Home team is the official scorebook. protests against the score will not be allowed unless the scorekeepers are sitting together. The home team is the second team listed on the schedule.
8. PITCHING RULE: 15U GIRLS
A. A GIRL CAN PITCH UP TO 6 CONSECUTIVE OUTS AND THAT PITCHER MUST BE OFF THE MOUND FOR SIX (6) CONSECUTIVE OUTS.
B. A GIRL WHO PITCHES 4 OR 5 CONSECUTIVE OUTS AND THEN THE PITCHER MUST BE OFF THE MOUND 3 CONSECUTIVE OUTS.
C. AN OUT CAN CONSISTS ANY OF THE FOLLOWING WAYS:  STRIKE OUT, GROUND OUT, FORCED OUT, FLY OUT, CAUGHT STEALING OR VIOLATION OF SPECIFIC RULES (EXAMPLE LEAVING BASE TOO EARLY, ETC). However, and inning ending without an actual out being recorded (the 10th -13th batter Rule ) does not count as an out for the Pitcher.
9. NUMBER OF PLAYERS:


15U girls-plays with 9 players, 3 in outfield

10. BATTING ORDER AND MUST PLAY RULE: (FOR ALL AGE GROUPS)   
All players will bat:

All players present and eligible to play will bat starting with the first batter and continuing through all players present unless three outs occur, then will pick up where you left off the previous inning.  If someone is not going to play, the coach must notify the opposing coach before the game starts of players who are present but who will not participate.  You must first call ECRSM to get approval.

BEING LATE IS NOT A DISCIPLINE PROBLEM.  Late players must be added to the bottom of the batting order. EVERY PLAYER MUST PLAY AT LEAST 2 INNINGS ON DEFENSE EVERY GAME.

11. free substitution:

A. any player present can play defense at any time and coaches must notify the umpire of their changes.
B. all players must play 2 innings on defense every game

12. PLAYERS LESS THAN REQUIRED NUMBER:

A. You can start and/or finish with 1 less player than required, with no penalty unless an ejection causes the team to be 1 player down then that spot will be an automatically out. 
B. You may start or finish with two less players than required with the ninth (9th) position being an out.  Unless an ejection causes the team to be two players down then the ejection spot will be an automatic out.  

13. BALL SIZE


15U girls – 12”

14. STEALING:

15U girls – Runners can leave the base once the ball leaves the pitchers hand.
15. ALL FAST PITCH LEAGUES: 16U GIRLS
Ten (10) batters or three (3) outs shall constitute an inning.  Play must end   in action.  In 16U Girls if 10th batter walks, the 11th batter will come up and so on until the last batter ends in action.  No more than the 13 batters after 13 batters, the inning will end.

16. TEN (10) BATTERS AND THE 7th INNING:

Ten batters will be waived for the 7th inning.

17. Helmets

All batting helmets must have a facemask. Chinstraps are optional.
18.  Sliding 

There is no head first sliding.  A dive back to a base is not considered a slide
19. Pitcher’s Equipment

Any player playing the pitchers position is now required to wear a protective facemask. A player may purchase their own or wear the one provided by ECRSM. No Exceptions.
20. Courtesy Runner

The CATCHER/PITCHER ARE the only ones that can have a courtesy runner. 
21. Adults in the Dugouts

Youth baseball and youth softball – No more than three (3) adults in the dugout at any time including scorekeeper.  No more adult bat boys.  Bat boys must be same age as team playing or younger.
22. player’s conduct: Rincon Code of conduct will also be in effect
A. a player ejected for the following reasons will not be required to sit out the next game:
B. failure to report as a sub.
C. removal of helmet after a warning.
D. carelessly slinging a bat after a warning.
E. an ejection will result when a player throws or slings a bat in frustration and will result in suspension for the rest of the game and 3 innings in the next game.

23. coaches’ code of ethics
A. all coaches must act in accordance with NYSCA code of ethics and ECRSM code of ethics.
B. any coach acting in an unsportsmanlike manner or in conduct that could prove detrimental to the league, players, umpires, or spectators will be subject to disciplinary action by Effingham county recreation and sports management. 
C. disciplinary action:



i. language unbecoming to the league (suspended 1 game)


ii. unsportsmanlike conduct at an athletic event (suspended 1 game)


iii. thrown out of a game (suspended next game and must leave dugout and park immediately and cannot re-enter the park that day or night.


Iv. damage to recreation property (suspended indefinitely)**


V. fighting (suspended 1 year from date of incident and must leave park immediately and not return that day.**


Vi. touching or striking an official or staff member (suspended indefinitely)**
**Police may called**
24. awards:
A. we will award trophies or medals to the first and second place teams in each league. if tied for 1st we will have co-champions and no 2nd place winner. if we have a tie for 2nd place we will have co-second place.
B. we will not decide 1st and 2nd place by using head to head record.
C. ties will not be decided by a play-off.

ALL OTHER RULES WILL BE GRPA AND ASA.

